Perinatal health care policy: how it will affect the family in the 21st century.
Demographic trends, pressures to reduce medical care costs and to improve access, biomedical research, and women's preferences for health care will result in many important changes in perinatal health care during the next 2 decades. These changes have the potential for influencing family structure and functioning. For example, the rates of teen-age pregnancy, unwanted or mistimed pregnancy, and infertility, with all their attendant adverse consequences, might be reduced.